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Preface

This volume of Lecture Notes in Artificial Intelligence is a collection of revised
versions of the papers and lectures presented at the 8th International Workshop
on Finite-State Methods and Natural Language Processing, FSMNLP 2009.

The workshop was held at the University of Pretoria, South Africa, during
July 21–24, 2009. This was the first time in the history of the FSMNLP series
that the event was not located in Europe.

As its predecessors, the scope of FSMNLP 2009 included a range of top-
ics around computational morphology, natural language processing, finite-state
methods, automata, and related formal language theory. However, a special
theme, Finite-State Methods for Under-Resourced Languages, was adopted as
recognition of the event’s location on the African continent. The Program Com-
mittee was composed of internationally leading researchers and practitioners
selected from academia, research labs, and companies.

In total, 21 papers underwent a blind refereeing process in which each paper
submitted to the workshop was reviewed by at least three Program Committee
members, with the help of external referees. Of those papers, the workshop ac-
cepted 13 as regular papers and a further 6 as extended abstracts. The papers
came from Croatia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Poland, South Africa,
Spain and the United States. In addition, the workshop program contained tuto-
rials by Colin de la Higuera, Kemal Oflazer, and Johan Schalkwyk, inivited talks
by Kenneth R. Beesley, Thomas Hanneforth, André Kempe, Jackson Muhirwe,
and Johan Schalkwyk, as well as the Zulu competition announcement presented
by Colin de la Higuera.

After the FSMNLP 2009 workshop, the papers were re-reviewed for inclusion
in this collection, with the assistance of more referees. As the result, four regular
papers and four extended abstracts were selected in their final, revised format.
The collection also includes the abstracts and extended papers of the competition
announcement and of almost all invited lectures and tutorials presented at the
workshop.

It is a pleasure for the editors to thank the members of the Program Com-
mittee and the external referees for reviewing the papers and maintaining the
high standard of the FSMNLP workshops. We are grateful to all the contrib-
utors to the conference, in particular to the invited speakers and sponsors, for
making FSMNLP 2009 a scientific success despite the challenges in the global
economical situation and with the long flight distances. Last, but not least, we
wish to express our sincere appreciation to the local organizers for their tireless
efforts.

14 April 2010 A. Yli-Jyrä
A. Kornai

J. Sakarovitch
B. Watson
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